
 
The All-Ireland Cancer Network (AllCaN) Oesophageal Symposium 

2024 Programme 
 

Date: Wednesday 23rd October 2024 
Venue: Durkan Lecture Theatre, Trinity Translational Medicine Institute, Trinity 
Translational Medicine Institute (TTMI), Trinity College Dublin (TCD), St. 
James's Hospital, Dublin 8, Ireland, D08W9RT. 

 

09:30 AM - 10:00 AM – Registration (including Tea & Coffee) 

10:00 AM - 10:15 AM - Introduction and Welcome 
Speaker: Prof. Jacintha O'Sullivan, AllCaN Oesophageal Leader. 
 
10:15 AM - 10:20 AM – The importance of AllCaN & Patient Management 
Speaker: Prof. Maeve Lowery, Academic Director of the Trinity Centre Cancer 
Institute. 
 
10:20 AM - 10:25 AM – Senior Official from the Department of Health 
Northern Ireland 
Speaker: Tomas Adell, Director of Elective Care and Cancer Policy. 
 
10:25 AM - 10:30 AM - Funders' Introduction and Welcome 
Speaker: Ms Orla Dolan, CEO Breakthrough Cancer Research. 
 

 

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM – Session 1: Prevention and Intervention 
Chairs: Prof. Helen Coleman (AllCaN Oesophageal Co-Lead) and Dr 
Emer Guinan (AllCaN Oesophageal Principal Investigator). 

Prevention 
• 10:30 AM - 10:40 AM: Overview of Prevention work package by Prof. 

Helen Coleman, AllCaN Oesophageal Co-Lead. Prof. Coleman will also 
introduce the audience to Slido (an easy-to-use Q&A platform). 

• 10:40 AM - 10:50 AM: Dr. Victoria Cairnduff, AllCaN Oesophageal 
Postdoctoral Fellow. 



Title: The power of populations:  Evaluating Barrett’s and dysplasia 
incidence and treatment trends across the Island of Ireland. 

• 10:50 AM - 11:00 AM: Dr. Órla Carney, AllCaN Oesophageal MPhil 
Candidate. 
Title: Capsule Sponge: An Easy Pill to Swallow for Primary Care? 

• 11:00 AM - 11:10 AM: AllCaN Oesophageal Project Overviews 
o Ms. Kelly Tang, AllCaN Oesophageal PhD Candidate. 

Title: The Potential Association Between Commonly Used 
Medications and Risk of Oesophageal Cancer. 

o Ms. Abigail Jeyaraj, AllCaN Oesophageal PhD Candidate. 
Title: Age inequalities in Barrett’s oesophagus and oesophageal 
adenocarcinoma risk, treatment and survival: a mixed-methods 
study. 

o Ms. Rachel McMenemy, AllCaN Oesophageal MPH Candidate. 
Title: Environmental exposures and oesophageal cancer 
incidence on the island of Ireland: identifying novel prevention 
opportunities. 

Intervention 
• 11:10 AM - 11:15 AM: Overview of Intervention work package by Dr 

Emer Guinan, AllCaN Oesophageal Principal Investigator. 

• 11:15 AM - 11:20 AM: Dr Linda O’Neill, Assistant Professor in Clinical 
Trials, Clinical Research Facility, UCD. 
Title: The Upper Gastrointestinal Cancer Survivorship Biobank - an 
important outcome from the ReStOre II RCT. 

• 11:20 AM - 11:25 AM: Ms. Pousali Chatterjee, AllCaN Oesophageal 
PhD Candidate. 
Title: The intersection of the metabolic microenvironment and 
inflammation in oesophageal cancer (OAC) cells. 

• 11:25 AM - 11:30 AM: AllCaN Oesophageal Project Overview 
o Ms. Diana Cooke, AllCaN Oesophageal PhD Candidate. 

Title: Understanding the patterns and barriers of physical activity 
among people with Barrett’s Oesophagus; Designing, Piloting and 
Evaluating an exercise intervention programme. 

 

11:30 AM - 12:15 PM - Coffee Break and Networking 

 
12:15 PM - 1:00 PM: Symposium Discussion 1 
Chairs: Prof. Helen Coleman (AllCaN Oesophageal Co-Lead) and Dr 
Emer Guinan (AllCaN Oesophageal Principal Investigator). 
Title: Academic and PPI Panel Discussion in Prevention and Intervention 

 



1:00 PM - 2:00 PM - Lunch Break and Networking 

 

2:00 PM - 2:50 PM – Session 2: Targeted Diagnostics and Novel 
Therapeutics 
Chairs: Dr. Richard Turkington & Prof. Joanne Lysaght, AllCaN 
Oesophageal Principal Investigators. 

Targeted Diagnostics 
• 2:00 PM - 2:05 PM: Overview of Targeted Diagnostics work package by 

Dr. Richard Turkington, AllCaN Oesophageal Principal Investigator. 

• 2:05 PM - 2:10 PM: Dr Debra Higgins, OncoAssure, Industrial 
Collaborator. 
Title: OncoAssure – Precision Tests for Oncology. 

• 2:10 PM - 2:15 PM: Dr Ciara Durin White, Deciphex, Industrial 
Collaborator. 
Title: Creating a Digital Pathology and AI Workflow to Support 
Diagnosis of Gastrointestinal Cases. 

• 2:15 PM - 2:20 PM: AllCaN Oesophageal Project Overview 
o Mr. Richard Murray, AllCaN Oesophageal PhD Candidate. 

Title: Malignant Potential of Barrett’s Oesophagus: 
Morphomolecular Pathology Insights Using Multiomic 
Approaches. 

 
Novel Therapeutics 
• 2:20 PM - 2:25 PM: Overview of Novel Therapeutics work package by 

Dr. Joanne Lysaght, AllCaN Oesophageal Principal Investigator. 

• 2:25 PM - 2:30 PM: Dr Declan Soden, Mirai Medical, Industrial 
Collaborator. 
Title: Advancing a new safer approach for Barrett’s eradication using 
Pulsed Field Ablation. 

• 2:30 PM - 2:40 PM: Ms. Lorraine Smith, AllCaN Oesophageal PhD 
Candidate. 
Title: The impact of electroporation treatment on the Barrett's 
Oesophagus tissue microenvironment. 

• 2:40 PM - 2:45 PM: AllCaN Oesophageal Project Overview 
o Mr. Sam Cahill, AllCaN Oesophageal Research MSc Candidate. 

Title: Determine the role of intrinsic immune checkpoint signaling 
in the progression of pre-malignant BO to OAC: expanding the 
target cohort for immune checkpoint inhibition. 

 



2:45 PM – 3:20 PM - Coffee Break and Networking 

 
3:20 PM - 4:00 PM: Symposium Discussion 2 
Chairs: Dr. Richard Turkington & Prof. Joanne Lysaght, AllCaN 

Oesophageal Principal Investigators. 
Title: Academic & PPI Panel Discussion in Targeted Diagnostics & Novel 

Therapeutics. 

 

4:00 PM - 4:05 PM – AllCaN Oesophageal Website Overview 
Speaker: Dr James Phelan, AllCaN Oesophageal Programme Manager. 

4:05 PM - 4:30 PM: Building on the current AllCaN Network: Strategies 
and Opportunities. 
Speaker: Prof. Jacintha O'Sullivan, AllCaN Oesophageal Lead. 

 

Each session will allow for interactive discussions, providing an opportunity for 
participants to engage with the speakers. The AllCaN Oesophageal 
symposium primarily aims to foster collaboration and innovation in Barrett’s 
oesophagus and oesophageal cancer research across the island of Ireland. 


